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war another forge was erected about three-eighths of a mile farther down the
stream, on the Montgomery county side, on ground now covered by part of
the cotton and woolen factory, and a new dam was built, raising the water
partly over the site of the old Mount Joy forge. (This second forge was in
ruins in 1816.) About the same time a slitting-mill was erected on the Ches-
ter county side, most probably being constructed out of one of the buildings
used by the artisans for the army. The forge and slitting-mill were built by
Isaac Potts and his brother David. In 1786 they were operated under the
firm name of " Isaac Potts & Co.," the company consisting of David (Isaac's
brother) and his son James. The property subsequently passed through the
hands of Joseph Potts, Balph Peacock, Eebecca Bobbins, and Jacob Vogdes,
-until in 1814 the latter, who had not operated the works, sold them to John
Eogers and Joshua Malin. Malin, who was a cousin of Kogers, was the
manager. He rebuilt the rolling and slitting mill, making it about 30 feet
wide by 80 feet long. There was a "tilt mill" in one end, and between the
main building and the dam a small foundry, the cupola of which was blown
by a water blast. He also commenced a three-story stone building on. the
Montgomery county side, which is still standing, and constitutes part of the
present cotton factory. This was intended for the manufacture of hardware.
In 1816 Malin became, involved, and John Bogers was by suit proven to be
his partner and compelled to pay his debts. April 1st of that year Bogers
bought Malin's half interest in the property, and in the fall of the year
James Wood went there as a partner of John Bogers and manager of the
works. Isaac Smedley was also a member of the firm. Wood completed the
mill which was intended by Malin for a hardware factory, and made it into a
saw factory principally, though shovels, spades, files, etc., were also made-
He also operated the rolling-mill, making boiler plate and sheet and band
iron. Part of this was slit for the nail mill at Phoenixville, where as yet they
had no such facilities. (Lewis Wernwag operated the nail mill at Phoenix-
ville at the time.) Malin had made nails by hand in a frame building nearer
the road. The iron used by Wood in the rolling-mill was obtained from
Laurel forge, Coventry forge, and Springton forge.

About 1818 Bogers sent John Parkins and his son John, Jr., to Wood to see
if they could successfully make cast steel, to be used in their saws. These
men.had daring. 1&12 made- an attempt to make cast steel in New York City,
but failed. A furnace was built in the back end of the rolling-mill, but did not
prove large enough; then a large stack was erected between the rolling-mill
and the smith-shop, (part of the smith-shop is still standing and used as a
stable,) and six furnaces were built around it. Here cast steel of good quality
for use in saws was made. Sixty barrels of clay for crucibles were brought
from Perth Amboy. Early in 1821 Brooke Evans, of Sheffield, England,
went to Valley Forge, having leased the property from Bogers. He convert-
ed the saw factory and rolling-mill, then being vacated by James Wood, into
.gun factories. He raised the roof of the rolling-mill and added two stories
to it. (He made at Valley Forge 20,000 muskets.) This building was subse-
quently destroyed by a freshet and no traces of it remain. The building on
the Montgomery county side, after being vacated as a gun factory, was enlarged
and converted into a cotton and woolen factory.